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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

Regular Meeting of the City Council was held in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, City 
Hall, on Monday evening, January 2, 2022.  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Ten (10) Councillors were present 
including Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, Elizabeth Kazinskas, George Tyros, and 
James Walsh.  Councillor-elect James Boone was absent.  
 
 

ELECTION OF THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

The City Clerk announced that nominations were in order for election of Council President 
for the year 2022, in accordance with Section 5 of the Charter of the City of Gardner. 
 
Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas announced that she would recuse herself on advice from the 
State Ethics Commission “as candidates [for Council President] are not allowed to vote for 
themselves.” She removed herself from the meeting participation. 
 

The Clerk announced that nominations were in order for election of Council President for the 
year 2022. 
 
Councillor Alek sander Dernalowicz nominated Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas. 
 

Councillor Nathan Boudreau seconded the nomination of Councillor Kazinskas. 
 
There being no further nominations, the City Clerk entertained a motion to close 
nominations. 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it was 
voted viva voce, nine (9) yeas, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to 
close nominations. 
 

On call of the roll: 
 

Councillor Nathan R. Boudreau voting ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Craig R. Cormier voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

Councillor Ronald F. Cormier voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Aleksander H. Dernalowicz voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Karen G. Hardern voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Dana M. Heath ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Judy A. Mack voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor Elizabeth J. Kazinskas ABSTAINED 
Councillor George C. Tyros voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 
Councillor James M. Walsh voting for ELIZABETH J. KAZINSKAS 

 

Having received nine (9) votes, Councillor Elizabeth J. Kazinskas was declared elected Council 
President. Councillors applauded and extended personal congratulations.  
 

President Kazinskas assumed the Chair and expressed appreciation to his colleagues for 
electing him to the Council Presidency.  
 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Walsh led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced to the assembly that the Open Meeting Recording and Public 
Records Announcement. Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session 
of a meeting or may transmit the meeting through any medium subject to reasonable 
requirements of the chair as to the number placement and operation of equipment used so as 
not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such 
recordings shall notify the Chair forthwith. All documents and exhibits used or referenced at 
the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the chair as they become part of the meeting 
minutes pursuant to General Law Chapter 38 Section 20. 

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

There were no meeting minutes submitted to approve. 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
#10590 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor George Tyros it was 
voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President James Walsh and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern,  Dana Heath, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh to refer the following Measure to the Safety Committee for 
study and report, An Application for License to Buy & Sell Second Hand Motor Vehicles, Class 
2 for Brian’s Auto Sales, located at 549 W Broadway. 

 
#10591 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor George Tyros it was 
voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern,  Dana 
Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to refer the following Measure to Service 
Committee for study and report and schedule a public hearing: 
 

Church Street - A petition by National Grid to install 1 Single Owned Pole on Church 
Street beginning at a point approximately 255’ feet west of the centerline of the 
intersection of Marquette Street and Church Street and continuing approximately 20 
feet in a north direction. Install 40’C2, Pole 9 to provide power to 116 Church Street 

 
#10592 
Councillor Judy Mack would like to commend the Mayor and President Kazinskas for 
establishing this committee. There are quite a few appointments coming up this year and said 
this is an excellent committee being formed. 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier recommends that the committee consists of one member of each 
other subcommittee since all appointments have effects on various committees. This would 
expedite and integrate the process. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Aleksander 
Dernalowicz it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and 
Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Karen Hardern, Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to adopt the 
following Measure: 
 
A MEASURE TO AMEND THE RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER AS FOLLOWS: 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

Section 1. Rule 13(4) of the Rules of the City Council be amended by removing the provisions 
stating “Appointments.” 

 
Section 2. Rule 13 of the Rules of the City Council be amended by adding the following: 
 

5. The Committee on Appointments, composed of three members, the first named 
member thereof to be Chairman; the President to be member of ex-officio without 
voting rights; this Committee shall have oversight of legislative matters associated with 
the following: 

   
Appointments 

 
Section 3. This amendment shall take effect upon passage by law. 
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councillor Judy Mack would like to welcome Councillor Heath to the team, and she is 
looking forward to working with everyone here, the citizens, taxpayers and moving the city 
forward. 
 
Councillor Craig Cormier, Nathan Boudreau, and Karen Hardern all welcome Councillor 
Dana Heath to the Committee and also congratulations to President Kazinskas for being 
elected as Council President. 
 
Councillor James Walsh said “As we begin a new two-year term, I always try to reflect on 
the experiences that those of us who've been on the council for a while. I look forward to the 
experience of those years. The opportunity to contribute on an ongoing basis, to the well-
being of the citizens of Gardner, to the taxpayers, to the people who work for the city and for 
the businesses that provide goods and services, to our community, and hope that we can all 
understand that it's our job to make all of them better. I look forward to that opportunity 
thank you.” 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier would like to paraphrase Father Pagan this morning who gave 
the invocation at the swearing-in ceremony blessing. To all of our citizens, the elected 
officials, the officials that support the people of Gardner, happy new year and a healthy one 
to all. He would also like to welcome Councillor Heath and congratulations to President 
Kazinskas. 
 
President Kazinskas would also like to welcome Ward 2 Councillor Heath to the council and 
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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

wish him the best during his first term. She is confident that he will work hard and be 
dedicated to the position. She would also like to answer any questions he may have and offer 
any assistance. Congratulations to returning Councillors as well and Mayor Nicholson. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Walsh led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier, it 
was voted viva voce, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, 
Dana Heath, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh to adjourn at 7:44 p.m. 
 
 

Accepted by the City Council:  February 7, 2022 
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X.    REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES    
 
 
XI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
 
 
XII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
XIII. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
  
XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed 
may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
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A MEASURE TO AMEND THE RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GARDNER AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1. Rule 13(4) of the Rules of the City Council be amended by removing the 
provisions stating “Appointments.” 

 

Section 2. Rule 13 of the Rules of the City Council be amended by adding the following: 

 

 5. The Committee on Appointments, composed of three members, the first named 
member thereof to be Chairman; the President to be member ex-officio without 
voting rights; this Committee shall have oversight of legislative matters associated 
with the following: 

  

Appointments 
 

Section 3. This amendment shall take effect upon passage by law. 
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From: Titi Siriphan
To: Councillor Alek Dernalowicz ; Councillor Craig R. Cormier; Councillor Dana Heath; Councillor Elizabeth Kazinskas ;

Councillor George Tyros; Councillor James M. Walsh; Councillor James S. Boone; Councillor Judy Mack; Councillor
Karen G. Hardern; Councillor Karen Hardern; Councillor Nathan R. Boudreau; Councillor Ronald F. Cormier;
Ronald F Cormier

Subject: FW: Agenda Item - Committee on Appointments
Date: Thursday, December 30, 2021 5:02:25 PM

Councillors,
 
Please see email below from President Kazinskas.
 
Regards,
 
Ti
 
 
Titi Siriphan
City Clerk
95 Pleasant Street, Room 121
Gardner, MA 01440
Tel 978-630-4058
Fax 978-630-2589
 
When writing or responding, please remember that the MA Secretary of State's Office has
determined that email is a public record and therefore subject to public access under the Mass
Public Records Law. M.G.L.c.66§10.
 
 
 
From: Elizabeth Kazinskas <ekazinskas@gardner-ma.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, December 30, 2021 4:54 PM
To: Titi Siriphan <tsiriphan@gardner-ma.gov>
Subject: Agenda Item - Committee on Appointments
 
Dear Clerk Siriphan,
 
Please send the email below to the City Council.
 
Thank you.
 
Best,
Lizzy
 
 
 
 
Dear Councillors,
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I hope you are well and have enjoyed the holidays.  I am writing to you regarding an item that I
have proposed on the agenda for this Monday's City Council meeting.  I received a letter from
Mayor Nicholson regarding the approximately 300 appointments that will expire over the next
two years.  My proposal is to add the Committee on Appointments to oversee appointments,
as the fifth Standing Committee of the City Council.  As you know, the Finance Committee
currently oversees appointments, along with a number of other areas.  In anticipation of the
large number of upcoming appointments over the next term, I thought it would be wise for
the next City Council to consider adding another Standing Committee to oversee
appointments.  Mayor Nicholson's letter, along with this email, will be included in the City
Council meeting packet information regarding this proposed item.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Best,
Lizzy
 
Elizabeth Kazinskas
City Council President
Ward 2 City Councillor
City of Gardner
Cell: (978) 337-1533
ekazinskas@gardner-ma.gov
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